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inent? I appeal to hon. members
to give unanimous support to this
motion.

Question put, and division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes .... 1
Noes .. ... ... 17

Majority
AYES.

Mr. Ewing
Mr. High.n
Mr. Same.
Mr. Beny
Mr. Laks
Mr. Oldhami
Mr. Simpson
Mr. Solomon
Mr. Throssell
Mr. Wood
Mr. Y ...er (Tell.,).

against ... 6
Noes.

Mr. Doherty
Sir John Forrest
Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. George,
Mr. Bell1
Mr. Holmes
Mr. Hobble
Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Locke
Mr. Monger,
Mr. Morn:
Mr. Pennefather
Mr' Phillips
Mr. Piesse
MY. Quinlan

Mr. Wilson (Teller).

Motion thtus negatived.

UNDERGROUND SURVEYORS BILL.
Received from the Legislative Council,

and read at first time.

MOTION-MINING ON PRIVATE
PROPERTY.

MR. QUINLAN (Toodyvay), according
to notice, moved:

That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable, in the best interests of this colony,
the Government should, as early this session
as possible, introduce the necessary legislation
for mining on private property.
He said that, although lie had conic
prepared to support the motion with
arguments which he did not think could
be refuted, lie would content himself
with submitting the lproposal without
further comment.

Put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at,

until the next day.
11 35 P.M.

X±gxslatrbe Council,
Tho~rsday, 2nd Decembher, 18.97.
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THE PRESIDENT took the Chair at

4-30 o'clock pim.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION-CONSOLIDATION OF THE
STATUTES.

HoN. Rl. S. HAYNES asked the
Minister of Mines : -( i) Whether, in
view of the unsatisfactory state of the
statute law of the colony, owing to
numerous amendments, it is the intention
of the Government to have the statutes
conisolidatedP (2) If so, when?

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenooiu) replied : The matter
is now under consideration.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES asked when the
information asked for was likely to be
given.

THE MINISTER OF MINES said
the matter was now engaging the atten-
tion of the Crown Law Officers, as to
whether they would have time during the
present session to do the work.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: Out Of session
would be a better opportunity.

THE MINISTER OF MINES said he
would be glad to let the hon. niember
know, as soon as the Crown Law Officers
arrived at a decision.

BANKRUPTCY ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Read a third time, on the motion of HoN,

A. B. KIDSON, and transmitted to the
Legislative Assembly.

MINES REGULATION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

IN CJOMMITTEE.

Consideration in committee resumed.
Postponed Clause 8-Plans and copies

not to be copied or inspected without
Minister's permssion:
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THE MINISTER OF MINES: In
accordance with the understnding
arrived at on the previous day, the
clause had been postponed to enable him
if possible to sueet the objection of Mr.
Matheson in regard to the Minister
giving power to any person to inspect
plans, lie now mo~ved that the clause
be struck out, and the following clause
inserted in lieu thereof:

All plans and other inforination furnished
to the blinister pursuant to this Act shall 1)0
nsed solely for official or statistical purposes,
and are to be regarded as secret and confiden-
tia], and no officer shall allow ainy plan, or the
copy or tracing thereof required to be deli-
vered to the lin ister by this Act, to be inspected
except by another officer utnder time direction
of the Minister, anti no officer shall furnish
any plan, or copy, or tracing thereof, or any
information concerning the same, except to
another officer, and under the direction of the
Minister. Every officer failing to observe and
comply with this section shaUl be gutilty of an
offence against the principal Act.
That clause, he thought, would meet the
objection of Mr. Matheson, because no
one but an officer authorised by the
Minister would inspect the plans.

How. R. S_ HAYNES: The new clause
did not mneet the objection raised,
which was, that theo Minister mighit
authorise any person other than an officer
of the department to inspect the plans.
What was there in the clause to prevent
the Minister from giving him (Mr.
Haynes) a priority to inspect the planu ?

THE: MINISTER OF MINES: It did
not authorise the -Minister to do so.

HO0N. R. S. HAYNES : 'But it did not
prevent the Minister from doing so.

THE MINISTER OF M1iNES : The
hion. member was not an officer of the
department, and therefore the clause
would not apply to hii.

HoN. P. S. HAYNES: The clause
only dealt with officers, but not with thie
Minister. If it were passed. it would be
in the power of the Minister to allow
persons outside the service to inspect the
plans.

HoN. A. H. HENINING; The object
of the Bill was sinply to obtain a statis-
tical return for the use of the depart-
nment. Unless there was a restriction to
prevent himi fromn doing so, the Minister
would be able to give infornation to the

Pubi if they required it. There was a
special, provision in the Industrial Sta-
tistics Bill that every return should be

treated as strictly confidential. Why
should there be any distinction between
the mining anti other industries ?

lio-. A.?P. MATHESON quite agreed
with Mr. Haynes, who could not have
more concisely expressed his own views.

Tnn MINISTER OF MINES was quite
willing to meet hion. members. The ob-
ject of the information was for statistical
purposes entirely. He thought there hiad
been a great deal of straw-splitting about
Ministers giving information outside.
Hon, member-s might just as wvell bring
in a Bill providing that the Premier
should not give any information about
the issue of Treasury bills which would
be adverse to the interests of the country,

asinak-ing these stipulattions and restric-
tions. However, lie had no objection to
the clause being worded to suit lion.
mnembers, and he would withdraw his
amendment for that purpose.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES:- With the ad-
dition of a few words at the commence-
ment, the clause maight stand as it
was. He moved that the following words
he inserted at the commencement of the
clause:-All plans and other informa-
tion furnished to the Minister pursuant
to this Acet shall be used solely for official
or statistical purposes, and are to be re-
garded as secret and confidental and."

THE MINISTER OF M1INES accepted
this additon to the clause proposed by
Mr. Haynes.

Amendment (by the Minister) by leave
withdrawn.

Put and passed, and the substituted
clause agreed to.

THE M1INISTER OF MINES ex-
plainaed that in Clause,10, on which there
had been some discussion on the previous
day, the words " the Aot," through a
clerical error, appeared all through instead
of the words " principal Act." The error
would be corrected.

New Obtuse.
HoN. A. P. MATHESON moved that

the following new clause be added to the
Billt.

Section 20 of the principal Act is hereby
Iameonded by the addition of time following
words :-11 Except in the case of accidents
arising from the action of any certificated
engine-driver in charge of machinery. "
Section 20 of the principal Act provided
that any accident at a mine should be

Ipriid facie evidence of neglect on the

in Committee. 769
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part of the owner or mnanager. Thiatsec-
tion he regarded as unreasonable, but lie
only proposed to amiend it to the extent
of which he had given notice, seeing that
when the recommendations of the Royal
C'ommnission on the Mining Act were pub-
lished, that section would probably be
altered. Mine managers were obliged to
employ certificated engineers, who were,
to a large extent, the result of theoretical
and not practical capacity. On the pies-
tion of responsibility he had taken legal
opinion, which was to the effect that
although a certificated engine-driver
might be employed, the iname-owner was
still p-imnd facie responsible for any ac-
cident, and thus had the onus thrown on
him of proving that the accident did not
arise from his fault. There were many
practical engine-drivers not certificated
whom mine managers would be glad to
employ, but under the Act they were
forced to employ certificated men. The
amnendmnent would lay on the coin-
plainants the onus of proving negligence
on the part of the muse-owner or miana-
ger.

THrE MINISTER Or MINES: It
-was obvious that in all cases of accident
someone should be held responsible,
and it was only reasonable that that
person should be the owner or mana-
ger who had full control of the mine.
g he responsibility was purely priwm4
facie, and all the manager or the owner
had to prove was that the accident arose
not from his neglect but from the neg-
lect of someone else. A certificated
engine-driver, who was a good man,
might take an engagement at a mine
where, in consequence of defective
appliances or construction, accidents oc-
curred while he had control of the engine.
The application of the amendment would,
under such circumstances, be unreason-
able., 'Te safety of the people employed
in mines must be provided for.

HON. A. H. HENNING: Every word
of the Minister of Mines as to the re-
sponsibility for accidents could be agreed
with, if a mine owner or manager was at
liberty to engago whom he pleased to
drive his engine. If a certificate was of
any value, the fact of a certificated man
being employed should be the first answer
made by an owner to any claim made
against him on the ground of negligence.
'Where the mine ,-wner or manager was

restricted in his choice of engine-drivers,
some of the onus of obligation to prove
negligence should be thrown on the per-
son making the chiarge of negligence.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: The amiend-
meat was entirely opposed to the prin-
ciples which were gaining in vogue daily,
hie hoped, all over the world in the direc-
tion of taking every possible power by
legislaition to protect Working men. Men
employed in mnines, were absolutely at the
mercy of the men who paid than their
wages, and the whole scope of modern legis-
lation was to see that the mian who paid
the wages amid profited by the labour bore
to the fullest degree his share of the
responsibility. He spoke as an employer
of labour with ain acquaintance of mnany
years with machinery, and he -was con -
vinced that the man who was most to
blame when anything went wrong was
the employer, who had either not taken
proper care in the choice of the men
whoa hie put in charge, or had otherwise
considered his own pocket to the possible
danger to health, life, and limb of his
workmen. If the amendment were
carried, the working -iner would not
'know where to look for redress. He
hoped the principle of the Bill would be
carried still further, and that there would
be a general Employers Liability Bill,
which would impress upon all employers
of labour that their workmen were a
charge of more or less a sacred character.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES expressed time
hope that the amendment would be wi th-
drawn. The principal Act had only been
in force a short time, and had not been
found to work badly or harshly. At the
samb time, the amendment did not mnake
the mine owner any more or any less
responsible, but merely provided on whomn
lay the onus of proof of alleged negli-
gence. liners worked uinderground, and
it was only fair that some extra caution
should be taken b y the mine owner at the
surface. If a mnine owner could prove
there was no niegligence on his part, then
he was not liable; and to prove that
could surely not be deemied a, hardship.

HoN;. A: P. MATHESON: Alter the
explanation given by Mir. Hayes, the
best course would b~e to with~draw the
amem(iment. As to Mr. Hackett's lofty
sentiments in regard to the worhiing man,
every hon. member in the House had the
initer-ests of the workers at heart, and per-
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liaps no one -more than hinself (Mr.
Matheson). Mr. Hackett assumned that,
the amendment would have the effect of
shifting the responsibility; but, as had
been explained by MAr Haynes, the
amendment simply shifted the onus
of proof.

New clause, by leave, withdrawn.
Preamble and title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amnendmuents,

AMENDMENT ON REPORT.

New Clause:
THE MINISTER OF MINES said

Clause -5 had been struck out through
misadventure, and sonic clause nuist be
substituted, or the Bill would lie incom-
plete. It would no doubt be expensive
to owners of small wines or mines a long
way from centres of population to emi-
ploy surveyors to mnake plans. He there-
fore moved the following new clause, to
take the place of the rejected Clause 5:

Within thirty days after the first day of July
following the passing of this Act, and hence-
forth within thirty clays after the first day of
every January and July, every mining manager
shall, in relation to every mine tinder his.
charge, furnish to the inuister a complete
survey plan on the scale aforesaid, showing all
the working of the niine from the date of the
last survey to the clays above-mentioned
respectively;j and each survey plan of every
mnine situate within twenty-five miles of a
townsite shall be mzade by a surveyor a.nd]
signed by him'.

This was so much of a compromise as to
b~e almost a departure from the principle
of the BiUl, but he submitted the new
clause in order to meet the views of hon.
members.

HON. A. H. HENNING: N'utwitli-
standing the Mdinister's request that bon.
members should meet him in a coinpro-
raising spirit, he could not agree to accept
the clause as drafted, and hie should move
that all words af ter " respectively " be
omitted. After the division yesterday he
thoughit he could claim a. clear and dis-
tinct expression of opinion freint hon.
members regarding the provision pro-
posed to be incorporated in this Bill. If
the plans were to be -signed b y the mine
managers, they would be made responsible
for them; but, if the mining manager
was forbidden to execute the survey, why
should he be compelled to sign and certify
that the plan was correct, when he was
incapable of executing the survey upon
which it was basedP He (Mr. Henning)

was entitled to draw an analogy between
this Bill, which was a statistical Bill, and
the Industrial Statistics Bill. In the

Ilatter case it was taken for granted that
the returns would be correctly made.
No beard of examiners was appointed to
examine people as to their competency
for collecting the returns, and individuals
were not comipelled to go to any guild to
furnish the returns. Whty then, should

ithis distinction be made in mining ? Why
Ishould the mine owner be compelled, not
only to furnish a " complete " plan, but a
complete plan executed by a licensed
surveyor? If the plan was complete, the

- mere fact of its being executed by a_
surveyor could not render it more

*comtplete,. He did not know why the
iMinister should allow mine managers to
execute these surveys at a distance of 25
miles from a townsite and not anywhere
else. WYhy should we hamper and harass
-hie could use no other term-the
mnining industry, not for the protection
of those wvho were employed in the

*mines, not for the safety of the mien,
working underground, but solely for
statistical purposes? It would simply
mean that the industry, which was now
recognised as the mainstay of the pros-
perity which this colony was experiencing,
would be hampered iustead of encouraged.
Hion. members should bear in mind the
deliberate vote they gave a few hours ago
on this very point.

HON4. G-. RANDELL: The analogy
drawn by MAr. Henning was rather mis-

-leading. In the one case the returnis to
he furnished were simply as to matters
of fact, but in the present ease the
returns to be furnished wvere technical.
Mr. Hemiing had been happier in the
other point which hie had miade, namely,
that if it was desirable to ha-ve these
surveys executed by mine managers 25
miles beyond a towusite, why was it not
desirable to have the surveys executed
by mining manag~ers within that dis-
tance?

HON. F. T . CROWDER: If a mine
manager was capable of executing a.
survey outside the 2.5 mile radius, the
Government should accept surveys from
him within the 25 utile radius. He could
understand the Government attempting
to build up an accurate department, but
it struck himi that they were attempting
to build it up at a terrible cost to maine
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owners. He hoped the Minister would
withdraw his motion, and accept the
amendmient moved by Mr. Henning.

HON. A. P. MATHESON said he could
Hot accelpt the Minister's clause. Hon.
members had been fighting for a principle
for four or five days past, and we could
not afford at the last moment to
sacrifice that principle, even if we were
going to limit its application to within
a, certain limited area. The principle
that we had fought for was that the plans
prepared by a mining manager were pre-
sumiably, as far as anaybody could judge,
as correct as the plans which would be
prepared by a licensed underground sur-
veyor. He considered that the Minister
had weakened his own case very consider-
ably by agreeing to accept inaccur-ac~y
outside a limit of 25 miles.

TnE MINISTER OF MINES : Half
a loaf was better than no bread.

How. A. P. MATHESON said that,
under the circumstances, he felt bound to
support Mr. Henning's amiendmnent.

THE CHAIRMAN: The lion, member
bad not formally moved the amendment.

HON. R. S. HAYNES : The Minister
had come down in the spirit of compro-
mise, and was prepared to meet lion.
members half way. His (Mr. Hlaynes's)
sole objection to the clause lay in the
fact that mine owners, who had mines
situated a long way from where a sur-
veyor resided, would be compelled every
six months to emiployv a surveyor to make
a survey. The expense wouild bie suffi-
cient to rufin them. His objection had
been solely on the score of expense. He
was therefore prepared to accept the
Minister's compromise, but lie thought
it would be ambiguous to speak of
26 miles from a townsite. He moved
that instead of the word " towusite" the
words " where a surveyor was resident"
should be inserted. The objection made
by Mr. Henning, that a mine manager
should not be compelled to sign a transfer
the correctness of which lie was not pre-
pared to guarantee, seemied to be prepos-
terous. If the member's premises were
sound, his conclusion would be good, bit
his premises were unsound. A mining
manager was not called upon to sign a
plan to certify that it was accurate, any
more than a barrister was called upon to
sign a pleading to certify that every word
contained in it was true. AllI the barrister

certified was that the pleading was not
scandalous, that it was properly drawn
up, -and that it complied with the rules of
the court. In this case the mining
manager would be called upon to certfy
that the plan had been made by a
surve-yor.

HoN. A. H. HENNING rose to make
a personal explanation. Hehad intended
to move his amendment, and thought he
had done so.

TuE CHAIRMAN said he had paid
special attention to the hon. member's
remarks, and he was sure the bon. mnem-
her had only expressed his intention of
moving the amendment, without having
done so.

HoN. A. B3. KiTDSON said the Minister
had endeavoured, so far as was practicable
without ruining the Bill, to meet the
views of hion. members. He could not
altogether accept the amendment moved
by Mr. Haynes, as surveyors frequently
changed their residence, and he suggested
that the 26 mile limit should be, not from
a towusite, but from a warden's court,
where, in nine cases out of ten, a sur-
veyor was located. A warden's court
did not shift, whereas a surveyor's resi-
dence was continually being changed.
The suggestion came from Mr. Hackett,
and lie thought it was a good one.

THE MINISTER OF MINES was of
the opinion that a " townsjte " was best.

How. A. B. KIDSON said there might
be lots of towusites without a warden's
court.

THE MINISTER OF MINES said he
knew of no towusite without a warden's
court.

How. A. B. K1DSON: If that were
so, he was quite willing to withdraw his
amnendment.

Amendment (Mr. Haynes's) to sub-
stitute the words " the residence of a
surveyor " in lieu of " townsite," b y leave,
with drawn.

HoN. A. H. HENNING asked if he
would be in order in moving an amend-
ment that all the words after " respec-
tively " be omitted.

THE CHAIRMAN: The hon. mnember
would not be iii order, because these
words came before the word " townsite."

How. A. H. HENNING drew atten-
tion particularly to the concluding portion
of tme clause. If there was any advan-
tage in time plan being signed by a sur-
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veyor, it was because lie executed the
survey upon which it was based. If a
surveyor took figures, whether they were
correct or not, and Plotted out a lplan to
scale from them, he complied with the
clause as now drawn. And yet at this
stage the committee was informed the
former part of the clause could not he
amended so as to rectify this state of
things. The intention of the Bill was
that the foundation of the plan should be
ascertained as correct by a certificated
surveyor.

lioN. A. B. KIDson asked leave to
withdraw his amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn
HoN. A. H. HENNING moved, as an

amendment that all the words after the
word " townsite " be struck out.

How. R. S. HAYNES: The proposed
amendment made the clause nonsense.

How. A. H. HENNING: said it was
his intention to make the clause read ats
nonsense, as a protest against the provi-
sion as at present drafted.

How. A. P. MATHESON: The amend-
ment, it must be admitted, was ludicrous,
but Under the circumstances he must sup-
port it as a protest against the clause as
drawn. No doubt lion, members had been
labouring under a misapprehension as to
their position when they discussed the
previous clause.

Amendment put, and division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes .. ... ... 5
Noes ... ... ... 9

Majority a~
Ayes.

The lion. F. T. Crowder
The Hon. A. P. Matteson
The lion. G. Handell
The Hon. J. E. Richardson
The Hon. A. B. Henning

Amendment thus

gainst ... 4

NoES
The Hen. n. . Burgess
The Hon. D). K. Congdon
The Hon. C. E. Demnpster
The Hon. J. V. H.Acett
The Hon. A. RS. Kidson
The.Hon. D). M. McKay
The He.. W. Spencer
The lion. E. H. 'ittenoom
The Hon. R. S.HIla

negatived, and the
new clause passed on the voices.

Bill reported with a further
meat, and report adopted.

amend.

SUPPLY BILL, £350,000.
Received from the Legislative Assem-

lbly, and read a first time.
STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

On the motion of the MINISTER OF

MINES, the Standing Orders were sus-

pended to allow of the Bill being passed
through all stages at one sitting.

SECOND READING.

THE MINISTER OF DUNES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom), in moving the second
reading, said it was unnecessary to deal
with the measure at any length. The
House was asked to appropriate £350,000
out of revenue for the purpose of carry-
ing on the business of the country for the
year 1897-8. It was a usual request, and
he hoped hon. members would pass the
Bill through all its stages that evening.

Put and passed.
Bill reada second time.
Bill passed through committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

IMPORTED LABOUR REGISTRY BILL.
Received from the Legislative Asseni-

bly, and read a first time.

EMPLOYMENT BROKERS BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 to 3-agreed to.
Clause 4-Employment brokers to be

licensed:
How. A. B. KIDSON asked whether a

license issued Under this clause would
apply to the whole colony, or only to the
district in which it was granted. He also
desired to know whether the license
would run for twelve months from the
time it was granted, or twelve mouths
from the 1st January in each year.
Another difficulty presented was that no
provision was made for renewals of
licenses without going through all the
formalities of applying for fresh licenses.
Then, again, there was no provision for
any transfer of licenses.

THE MINISTER OF MINES: The
licenses would be entirely confined to the
districts in which they were granted, and
a license could be applied for at any time
in the year on giving a certain notice.

HoN. A. B. KIDSON: It was provided
that applications for licenses should be
heard at the licensing meetings, which,
under the Wines and Spirits Act, were
held four times a year.

THE MINISTER OF MINES said
he had brought the Bill on to-night
because no notice had been given of any
amendments. It was impossible to an-

Supply Bill.



774 High School Bill: rOwIJ]seodraig

swer all the questions without some
notice.

Clause put and passed.
HoN. A. B, KIDSON moved that pro-

gress be reported.
Put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to

sit again.

The PRESIDENT left the Chair at 6&S0
p.m.

The PRESIDENT resuimed the Chair at
7,40 p.m.

HIGH SCHOOL ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND REAMING.

THE MINIS TER OF MINES (Hon.
EX H. Wittenoomn): Hon. members will
see that this is a yen' short Bill. The
object is to increase the amnount of
assistance to the High School from £500
to £1,000. No doubt it has come to the
ears of hon. members, proba~bly they have
found it out themselves, that the High
School is not so absolutely perfect as
might be desired. It has been said that
the chief reason is that the heads of the
institution are unable to pay the salaries
required to get really good teachers. It
is not necessary for pie to point out that
the principal way of securing the success
of a school or college is to give it good
teaching, and, unless we have the money
to make good teaching available, nothing
but bad results must follow, Under these
circumstances the Government propose
to increase the grant with a view to im-
proving the position of the High School,
and to make the teaching as mauch as
possible come up to modern times, and to
enable the principal to secure really good
men. I move that the Bill be read a
second time.

HON. R. S. HIAYNES: I quite ap-
prove of the principle that the Minister
has laid down that, if you want an efficient
staff and efficient teaching in at school, you
must pay an adequate salary to the
masters. I an sure it is a principle that
will commend itself to everyone in the
House, but I think we ought to have sonic
further information before we are asked
to increase the vote to the High School.
The Minister admits that it has not
been the success which we all expected it
would be. I certainly concur in that

Sentiment. I would like to know the
exact annual amount paid by) the Govern-
ment towards this institution. [A MEM-
BER: £E500.] There is surely more than
that. I understand there is a grant of
£2,000 paid to this school. If they only
receive £500 a year it is a very small sum,
and probably accounts for the ill-
results that have been obtained. I would
also like to know the object for which
this money is to be applied. Is it
to be applied towards increasing the
salary of the present teachers, becanse if
that is the case I think the money ought
not to be voted ' If, on the other hand,
the money is to be applied for the
engagement of more efficient teachers, I
think it will be well spent. Ifthe former
is the case, it would be simply rewarding
the teachors who have not discharged
their duties in a manner satisfactory to
the House. If the object is to obtain
efficient teachers who would make the
school a. success, then I amn sure the
House will quickly pass the Bill. I
regret to say that this colony is sadly
behind in the matter of higher education.

HON. A. B. KID SON: I agree with
the remarks made by Mr. Haynes. There
is one point on which I should like to
have some informiation. How is it that
this school does not pay ? As I under-
stand it, the fees charged are no less than
those charged in numbers of private
schools. The private schools seem to be
quite a success, as far as I know.

HON. R. S. HALYNEs: And they have
to pay rent.

HON. A. B. IKIDSO-N: I cannot say
that the additional payment of this
£500 a year is likely to do such
a great deal as the Minister seems
to think. There seems to be something
more behind, which prevents the school
from being a, success, than the lack of
£500. If there is something behind,
then this £500 per annum certainly will
not get over that difficulty, I would ask
the Minister what is the number of
scholars in the school, and is it self-
supporting? I do not see why Lhis extra
money should be paid

HoN. G. RANDELL: As I had some-
thing to do with the inception of this
school, and have always taken a deep
interest in its success, and as I believe
it to be desirable in the best interests of
thme colony that we should be able to give

[COUNCIL.] secondreading.
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a higher education than we were alble to
give previous to the establishmient of this
institution, I think it incumibent on me
to make at few remairks in supporting the
second reading of this Bill. When the
High School was established there was
really no school in the sense of a high
school, no superior school in the colony;
at any rate, not for boys. The School
has had to contend with a great many
difficulties fromt the very first, and has
gone on contending with them uip to this
time. There was first of all the scarcity of
material on which to work; then thielboys
went there frequently with little grounding
in the rudiments of education, sometimes
from distant Parts of the Colony, and
from pressure of circumstances on the
part of the parents they were often taken
away before they had time to receive the
benefits which the school, even in those
early dlays, was prepared to give. Other
circumistances have occurred which have
prevented the school from giving the en-
tire satisfaction which was anticipated.
There have been changes of toasters. The
head master has to be a university
man.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: They ought all
to be university men.

HON. G. RANDELI lan not going
to quarrel with that statement. It makes
the application for a higher sum of money
stronger, because I find from the debate
which took place elsewhere that the
jui for teachers are not receiving more
than £C120 to £130 a year. As anatural
result these gentlemen, so soon as the
value of their services became known,
received lbetter offers from outside, and
their services were lost to the school, and
in many cases the head master had to comn-
mence, so to speak, all over again. I am
quite sure the hon. member will agree
with me when I say that it is impossible
to obtain the services of good men in that
school longer than perhaps for twelve
months, for the salaries that are given.
You cannot get efficient junior teachers
unless you pay them something like an
adequate salary. £120 a year is not the
wages of a mechanic, and is utterly
insufficient, to retain the services of men
such as we want in that High School.
The idea that I originally had, and which
I laid before Sir Malcobu Fraser and
afterwards before the late Sir William
Robinson, was that with the increase of

population in this colony the institution
would develop, and would be the nucleus
of a university. I think the additions
that we have had to the population lately,
including a mnmber of people of intellect
and culture from other countries, have
been such that we may reasonably look
to the establishment of a university in
our Midst. Therefore I would ask hon.
members to give this Bill their mostcare-
fl consideration, with a view to granting
the amount now asked. It may be desir-
able that there should be some alteration
in the staff of the school. I am not
able to speak of that, as I have not been
on the board. for many years, and I am
not so much in touch with the school as
I was. There is some dissatisfaction
among parents as to the inefficiency of
the school, but I believe none of them
attribute it to the efforts of the head
master. There is a considerable debt
upon the institution. I believe it isinten-
ded by the Government to place a sumn of
money on the Estimates to wipe that out.
It is intended that this £1,000 should be
given by statute for the purpose of raising
the High School to a proper position,
and I do trust that members will see that
it is desirable, so far as we possibly can,
to promote the efficiency of that school.
Mr. H ackett, who is the chairman of the
1)oard of the High School, will be able to
speak as to the exact method in which it
is proposed to spend the £600, but it is
quite certain that we have arrived at a
point in the history' of the school when it
is necessary that something should be
done. The Bill has been introduced by
the Government, in the other House. The
Premier expressed surprise that the staff
of the school had been starved, and hoped
that the efficiency of the school would be
promoted by the proposed additional ex-
penditure.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: There is room
for it.

HON. G. RANDELL: There mnay be.
I have always deplored that boys should
be sent out of the colony in order to get
a higher education. I believe the school
has given satisfaction in many respects.
It has turned out some boys who have been
a credit to the colony, and so, too, did the
old Bishop's School, which preceded it.
Boys wvere educated there who have risen
to the highest positions in this colony,
and such has also been the case with
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regard to the High School. I Understand
that the Government also proposes to
give the school a recreation ground.

HON. R. G. BuuOES: The Govern-
ment robbed them of it.

HoN. G. RANDEIYL: The Govern-
ment were induced to resume the play-
ground, on the recommendation of Sir
Charles Todd, the Astronomer General of
South Australia, for the purposes of the
Observatory. I am glad that the Gov-
erninent propose to give the High School
another playg-round, as that Will be a
very great inducement to parents to send
their boys to the school. I see Mr.
Hackett is now here, and he can speak
with much greater effect than I can on
this Bill.

Hfow. F. T'. CROWDER: I intend to
oppose this Bill on the broad principle
that this colony should not subsidi se any
school. In 1895 this House passed a
Bill doing away with State assistance to
schools, and the country paid X16,000 in
order to carry out that measure. The
Governmient have no right to grant money
to help one school to compete against
another. State subsidies should not be
given to any educational establishment
unless it be a college for higher educa-
tion. Nobody, not even those who send
their children to the High School, are
satisfied with it.

HON. A. B. KIDSON: I Understand
that one of the governors of the school
sends his children elsewhere to be edu-
cated. I do not see why the High School
cannot be made to pay the same as other
schools in the colony. I am confident
that the paltry sum of £500 will make
no difference in the management of the
school, which is not conducted in such
a way as to deserve any support from
this House.

HoN. A. P. MATHESON: Wliile en-
tirely in accord with the principle of the
Bill, I also agree with the remarks which
have dropped from Mr. Haynes. The
amount of information that is before Uis
is totally inadequate. I have read the
report of the governors of the High
School, and the introduction of this Bill
affords me an opportunity I Wanted to
point out that every report coining from
subsidised bodies ought to be accomi-
panied by a full statement of accounts,
certified to by an auditor. Hon. mem-
berg would then be in a, position to see

exactly how the Government money is
spent, and form their own conclusion as
to whether any money is wasted. This
report is a most extraordinary document.
It simply informs us that the accounts
have been submitted to the Auditor
General.

HloN. F. T. CROWDER: By whom is the
rep)ort signed?

HON. A. P. MATHESON: I regret
to say it is signed by Mr. Hackett. The
accounts, apparently, have been audited,
and it would have been a simple matter
for the p-inter to attach them to the report.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: YOU can have
the accounts, if you like.

How. A. P. MATHESON: It is all
very well for the hon. member to say I
can have the accounts if I likre. But
there is another set of accounts I want,
and to get them I have to give a notice of
motion in order to get the accounts laid
on the table, and I have to prepare what
I want tosay. Possibly some hon. nmn-
ber of this Htouse objects to the motion;
the whole thing is debated; and then it is
said that new members waste the time of
the House. All this might be obviated
by a general understanding that accounts
should be furnished with reports of this
nature. I am absolutely astounded to
hear that £120 a year is given to people
who are supposed to be competent
teachers. That is a salary one gives to
the lowest rank of clerk. How can effi-
cient teaching be expected from men who
receive such salaries ?

HON. R. S. HAYNES: You do not get
efficient teaching, but you get the worth
of your money.

HoN. A. P. MATHESON: There seems
to be general dissatisfaction with the edu-
cational system of the school. As a re-
sult of this parsimonious style of carrying
on lbusiness, the money that is granted to
the school is absolutely wasted for the
want of a little extra to enable proper
salam-jes to be paid. I was very much
surprised to hear Mr. Crowder objecting
to any, State assistance being given to this
educational institution. As a resident in
the colony for many years, Mr. Crowder
mnust be aware, or ought to be awvare, that
this school is specially provided for by
statute.

HoN. F. T. CROWDER: I know that.
How. A. P. MATHESON: If Mi.

Crowder refers to the Estimates he
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will see that this school is specially
provided for by statute. When Mr.
Crowder talks in that strain hie is
wasting the time of the House, unless
he is prepared to follow his remarks up
with a motion to abolish the school. I
certainly feel obliged, under the circumn-
stances, to support the Bill, but I think
the least the Minister of Mines could do
is to lay further information before us as
to the financial position of the iustitu-
tion, and as to the manner in -which this
extra sum of money is intended to be
applied.

Hom R. S. HAYNS: And also give us
the number of boys who left the school
last year.

A, 11sMEn: That is mentioned in the
report.

HON. R. S. HAYFFs: No; it is not,
and the number must have been very
large.

THE MINISTER OF MINES: All the
infonnation I can give in regard to the
financial position is that, 1y statute.,
it is distinctly laid down that the
total amount available for the school
from the Government in any one year
is £2500, which amount only has been
paid. It is found that £2500 per ann
is insufficient for the requirements of
the school; and I amn given to under-
stand that if the additional sum askied
for meets with the approval of lion.
members, a thorough revision of the
teaching staff will take place, with the
object of getting really first-class mnen.
The amount asked for is not a large one,
but still it would do a great deal of good.
If nothing else, it means £100 a year
m-ore for five teachers. I agree with
hon. members who say that the High
School should be supported and made as
efficient as possible, for the simple reason1
that it represents the only attempt in the
colony at secondary education. We have
an abundance of elementary education,
and this High School should supply
secondary education of such a class as to
prevent people sending their children out
of the colony. Under these circumstances
I feel confident that heon. members will
see that it would be to the advantage of
this colony to mnake this school a first-
class educational establishment. A sum
of £2,000 is on the Estimates this year
for the purpose of paying off a debt
that has accumnulated, and also for the

enlargement of the school buildings. If
Mr Matheson bad given me notice of
what he required in reference to the
accounts of the school, I should have
been very glad to obtain the information
he asks for.

lHon. A. P. MATHE SON: That in-
formation ought to be in the report.

THE MINISTER OF MINES: I have
only just seen the report myself.

HoN.- W. ALEXANDER: I hare
taken a warm interest iii education since.
I camne into this colony. I am afraid,
however, I cannot conscientiously vote for
this Bill. In the first instance we are
told that £600 per~ annum was voted to
the school on account of the scarcity of
scholars. During the last few years;
scholars have been in abundance in the
colony, but the number attending the
school has decreased instead of increased.
That emuphatically shows a want of proper
management. We have evidence before
us that residents of the colony have been
compelled to send their children abroad
for education. That would never have
happened had the High School been
properly conducted.

1EoN. 5. W. HACKETT: The governors
want to learn in what they lack.

HON, W. ALEXANDER: If money
be granted to the school to the extent of
£2,000, it would be better to bring the
establishment tinder State control.

HON. R. G. BUIRGES: It is an ex-
traordinary thing that one of the
governors of this school should send hiis
children elsewhere for education, and still
hold his seat on the board. Any governor
who feels compelled to send his children
to other schools should resign his seat,
and in that opinion I am supported by
the feeling of the general public. How
can the school be expected to succeed
when one of its governors acts in such a
manner? If the suI)sidy to the school
were increased to £,1,500 or £2,000 a,
year, the House ought not to begrudge
the amount. It has been said the High
School is coining down, but it ought to
be remembered that a number of 'new
schools have been established in the
colony.

RON. A. B. KDson:- Those other
schools are doing all right.

Ho,- R , G. EURkGES: We have no
proof of that, and it is possible those new
schools may die out.

[2 DECEMBER, 1897]High School Bill.
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RiON. iR. S. HAYNES: At any rate, their
existence is not complimentary to the
High School.

HON. Rt. G. BURGES: One lion. mem-
ber who assisted in founding the High
School has asked what the colony would
have dlone but for the assistance of men
who were educated there and are now
controlling public affairs. It is for the
benefit of the country generally that our
children shou'd be educated within the
colony. We all hope in time to see this
High School develop into a university.
The revenue of the country is now about
three millions a year, and out of that
lion, members should not begrudge the
small increased subsidy asked for this
institution.

HON. A. B. Kinsox: This flourishing
institution!

HOw. R. G. SURGES: This institution
which we hope to see a flourishing and
Successful university. Members should
not run down this High School.

HON. F. T. CROWDER: I have heard
you express your regret at the position of
the school.

How. R. G. SURGES : Yes, you have;
and my idea is to improve it. I only
wish I had time and money to help) in
that direction. The Minister of Mines,
when he was Minister of Education,
despised this school.

THE MINISTER OF MINES: Oh, no.
RON. it. G. BUXOES: What did the

hion. gentleman do, when Minister of
Education, to make the school any better?
My idea is that the Minister of Education
ought to be one of the governors of the
school, and before this Bill leaves this
House I hope to see a provision; inserted
to that effect. It is only a little while
ago since the lion. gentleman, when
Minister of Education, sneered aut the
school.

THE MINISTER OF MINES: I never
sneered at the school.

HON. B. G. SURGES: Such gentle.
men as the Minister of Mines can send
their children away for education, but an
efficient school for secondary education
ought to be provided in the colony. The
pre sent head of the colony, who is worthy
of all the titles he possesses, was educated
at the school.

RON. R. S. HAYNESs: Sir John For-
rest was not educated at the High
School.

How. R. G. SURGES : The school Sir
.John Forrest was educated at was the
Bishop's College, and it was urder the
same foundation as the High School.
Perhaps Mr. Hackett will be able to
explain why the High School is not the
success it ought to have been. I hope
the Bill will be passed, and that the
governors will try to bring the school
to such a high standard that it will
be a credit to the country. I further
hope that in a few years Parliainent may
be asked to increase the subsidy to £2,000
per annumn if necessary. The present
Enggieer-in-Chief of the colony has stated
publcly that the boys in Western Aus-
tralia, have not the same educational
advantages, and cannot attain the same
positions in life, as boys educated else-
where. It is a nice thing to be told that
our children are not well enough educated
here to take up public positions in our
midst. Let menmbers see that the money
voted to the school is judiciously spent
by the Government.

THE MINISTER OF MINES: I rise
to explain that I never had any idea of
sneering at the High School.

HON. Rt. G. SURGES: I will give
you your own words, if you like.

TxE MINISTER OF MINES: I sent
my boy to tile school up to the time hie went
to England. I could not send him any
longer, when he was not here. That does
not look like sneering at the school. If
you ask me to say that this school is
more perfect than any school in the world,
I do not suppose I could go that far.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: Is that why
you took your boy away?

How. J. W. HACKETT: On the
whole, the governors of the High School,
and the Government in introducing this
Bill, have some reason to be satisfied at
the tone which has been adopted in this
debate. With the exception of my des-
tructive friend opposite (Mr. Crowder),
all hion. members have deplored that the
school is not so satisfactory ais we could
wish, and have expressed the best hopes
for its future.

HON. F. T. CROwDgER: Better wipe it
out,

RON. 3. W. HACKETT: The lion.
mnember has it in his power to move a
motion to that effect, and then the
advantages of sweeping away the single
institution we have to promote the higher
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education of the boys of this country
could be fully discussed. May I ask
where Mr. Haynes sends his boys to be
educated.

HoN. R, S. HAYNES: New South
Wales.

HoN. J. WV. HACKETT: That is a
very patriotic proceeding.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: I am compelled
to send my boys to New South Wales in
order to get themn a proper education.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT:- There has
been to some extent a feeling of dissatis-
faction at the progress of the High
School. None have been more aware of
that feeling, than the governors, and to
no persons in thle coinaiunitvy has it
caused more anxiety. - .After several
years' experience of this school, and what
has been done with it under varying
conditions, and after an amount of work
which was not grudged, but which was not
small, I have come to a conclusion sumi-
lar to that of my friend Mr. Burges,
that the real difficulty lies in the want of
endowment for the school. No school,
so far as I am aware, has prospered or
obtained a world-wide namie, such as
the public schools of England have ob-
tained over and beyond those of any
country, without a sufficient amount of
funds at their back to prevent sordid
considerations coming in whenever it was
desired to increase or, as in this case,
to improve the teaching staff. It is a
melancholy fact that parents cannot be
induced to pay a sufficient sum for their
sons' education, to enable proprietors or
governors to launch out to the extent
required to provide satisfactory tuition.
Parents pay fees which will at best
provide the scholars with the bare rudi-
ments, not to speak of secondary educa-
tion. At this very moment the highest
of all schools in the old country, which
are Vie universities, have not thousands
of pounds, but tens, twenties, and
hundreds of thousands behind thema.
Are these institutions freer than any
other institutions of the kind from Slur
or calumny. The difference between the
High School and the University is only
one of degree. As to elementary schools,
I appeal to may friend opposite, the late
Minister of Education, who has had larger
experience in this matter than any one in
the House, as to whether it would be
possible to carry on those schools for a
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single week without the aid afforded by the
State. The hon. mnember has had experi-
ence of these schools in the stage in which
they were fee-producing, and the stage in
which they were practically non-fee-produc-

ing9. If the education is to be snch ais is
alone worthy of a place rapidly rising to the
foremost position among the Australian
colonies, then we cannot any longer carry
on with the miserable endowment which
we have had so far, and which is equiva-
lent to nothing at all. The head-master
is compelled to subsist on £400 a year.
That is all we can give hint, a salary
which we often give a first-rate clerk .
The masters who serve under him, in
some cases, do net receive the wages of
an incompetent bricklayer. Wh ~ien I. tell
hion. members that gentlemen who have
gone through a. university course at
home, and who must have had large sums
of money spent on their education, are
asked. to undertake a position in a school
such as this, for a salary of £10 per
mouth, I think I have said all that is

reusite to express Elhe true cause of
whtI must confess to be the failure of

the High School. We desire the Govern-
ment to give the school an endowment,
which will enable us to pay masters
properly, and to provide such an education
as will take away the ground for people in
this colony to say that they are obliged
to send their boys to other colonies in
order to give them an education worthy
of the position which they are expected
to fill in after life. We were under ex-
ceedingly unfortunate circumstances when
I first came to this colony. The struggle
in Western Australia was for a bare sub-
sistence. Parents could not afford to pay
mnuch for the education of their children,
and they could not afford to keep themt
suifficiently long at school to enable them
to attain even the rudiments of what is
provided in second-rate schools elsewhere.
They had to take them away just when
their mninds were developing, and when
they were beginning to take an interest
in their work. The High School, there-
fore, got a. reputation for turning out
boys badly equipped for the battle of this
world. then camne the great rush from
the other colonies, and gentlemen camne
here whose mneans enabled them to give
their children the best education the
colony provided. But these men-I do
not say it against them-nearly always
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bad associations and recollections con-
nected with schools of a similar character
in the other colonies, and we found it was
only by a piece of singular good fortune
that we could catch the boys, and pre
vent them from being sent to institutions
in Adelaide or elsewhere. The result has
been that the number of boys attending
the High School has not been what we
anticipated. Something was also attri-
butable to the melancholy necessity which
compelled our head mnaster to go to
England for a short trip to undergo a
very serious operation, which I amn happy
to say has been successfully -performed.
There have also been open in our midst
several schools of a tentative character,
whose advent I welcome, for I can con-
ceive nothing worse in the interests of
the High School than to allow it a
monopoly of the higher education. We
want other schools with which to compare
it. We want other ]masters, and other
boys, andl we want other fonns of teach-
ing, so that we can compare them and
see which is the most successful. The
Minister of Mines, who was the late
Minister of Education, will bear me out
when I say that I pressed for a consider-
able time on the Government a scheme
for providing bursaries or scholarships, not
exactly of the kind now in existence,
but somewhat Similar, which would
be available to thle boys of all secondary
schools as well as primary or elementary
ones, and by this means we would be
able to judge, not alone of the progress of
the boys, but of the fitness of the masters.
A large step has been made and, when
that Scheme has been fully worked out,
this colony will have no reason not to be
proud of its High School. My hon.
friend opposite has referred to an Act
which has obviously no connection with
this subject, the Act withdrawing as-
sistance from the denominational schools
a few years ago.

HoN. U. G. Buncns: I referred only
to elementary schools.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: The school
we are speaking of is a secondary school,
but there is this essential distinction
between the schools from which the
assistance was withrawn and the High
School, namely, that the former were de-
nominational, whereas the High School is
an undenoininational or, to use a shorter
phrase, a national school for the colony of

Western Australia. We have asked for
an increase of £500 to our annual
subsidy. At present we have only got
£6500. We have been compelled out of
that meagre allowance of £600 to aind the
means for additional buildings, for fenc-
ing, for repairs to the old building, for
building a gymnasium; in fact for doing
everything that is done in schools in
England of a similar kind out of an
abundant revenue. We have gone into
debt, and we have asked the Government
to give us £2,000 to pay the expenses of
the building.

HoN. A. B. Kinsow: I asked how
much money was spent out of the
income.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: Nothing was
spent out of the income. What was
spent was obtained from the bank on the
personal guarantee of the governors of
the High School. The expenditure on
this new building will amount to about
£2,000.

HoN. A. B. KInSON: Was it all spent
last year.

HoN.3. W. HACKETT: Yes. £1l,500
is the amount we have guaranteed the
bank. That amount has been actually
spenit.

EON. R2. S. HAYNES: How did the
private schools manage to do this at their
own expense?

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: The-e are
two other secondary schools in Perth, and
neither was raised at the expense of those
who were responsible for the instruc-
tion.

lioN. R2. S. HAYNES: What about the
Christian Brothers College ?

Hov. J. W. HACKETT: Did the teach-
ers in that college, which is admirably
conducted, and which I congratulate on
the success it has achieved, raise the
building out of the fees ?

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: Did the Govern-
ment do itV

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: The church,
to its credit and honour, defrayed the
cost of the building.

HoN. R. G. ]3 uao~s: Out of private
Suibscrip~tions.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: Partly out of
private subscriptions, and partly, I be-
lieve, from other sources. I understood
it cost £8,000. If hon. members will give
us that amount towards the High School
we will not ask for any more. Those who
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have read the report, and I suppose all hon.
members have, will be aware that in Sydney
the grant to the High School amounted at
one time to over £23,000. It has since
been reduced to X1,500. That school was
erected in the midst of at huge population,
and almost possessing a monopoly of the
higher education, and has such at large
number of pupils-between .300 and 400,
I believe-that it is able to suppiort
a, staff of masters, and pay them
well.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: The lowest sum.
paid to a master is £300 a year.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: I entirely
indorse what Mr. Bar-ges has said about
the status of education inl this colony.
One of the very first acts I was called
upon to performn when I came here w'as to
examnue tile High School, and I re-
member reporting that tile education
seemed to me of a very fair quality, but,
unquestionalbly, the school was a fatll
form lower than similar schools in the
Eastern colonies, It has recovered some-
wvhat since, but until we get masters who
aire worthy of their pay, and who are paid
in proportion to their education, we can-
notgive the education which we should un-
doubtly lie able to offer in Western Austra-
lia. My bon. friend opposite (the Minister
of Mines) will lie remembered. I believe, in
this country as the i-st Minister who
took tip this question of education with a,
will, and I canl assure hint that amongu
the many causes of the admiration I feel
for him, the most promuinent arises front
tile fact that he mndertook the task of
lifting up the educational system of this
country from the degradation into which
it had fallen, and which within my
experience has never been equalled. To
compare the education in Western A us-
tralia, at that time with even the
worst education given in the sister
colonies would be like comp1 aring moon-
light to daylight. The boys turned out
here were found to be almost unfit for
acquiring the ordinary arts of a trades-
man, and when better days came to the
colony, I remember the preference was
shown in all directions to those who had
received their education in other colonies.
If you go to Victoria or New South
Wales now, you hear it as a tem of
reproach that a man was educated in
Western Australia. Those who have
employed the two species -the one

educated in Western Australia and the
other educated elsewhere-will tell you
that the amount of work done and the
deg-ree of intelligence put into his work
by the latter rendered him ninny
times mnore efficient than the one who
had been educated in this colony. The
Minister did his utmost to improve the
educational sy' stemi of the colony when hie
was at the head of the department, and I
hope that this good example will lie fol-
lowed by those who succeed him; but this
colony is still accnaeof contempitto the
other colonies, so far as secondary educa-
tion is concerned. At present ther-e are
ony three schools which give this higher
education-the High School, the Christiani
Brothers School, and a denominational
schocol-and I wish them every success in
their efforts to provide a superior educa-
tion for our population; but they are not
enough. We want mnore, and clothing
would give me greater pleasure than to
hear that the Governmcent had undertaken,
not only to establish a first-class High
School in Perth, but others all over the
country, so as to leave the parents in this
colony no excuse for sendling their chil-
dren away to other colonies, where they
learn not to he proud of wvhat nma v vet be
the greatest colony of the group, hjut to
share the contempt that is freely lavished
f roin the other side on the educational in-
stitutions of Western Australia. I know
what the feeling- is over there With rlegafrd
to the educaition given in this coloiny. We
ask to be allowed to take a step forward.
If You grant uis this increased subisidy
and it turns out to be badly spent, and
the education given by the High School is
not such ais this House could approve of,
then deal harslyl with us; but in the mean-
time give us onet chance biefore you cont-
sign uts to destruction.

Hos. A. B. EIDSON: Howv do you
intend to spend the £-500-in incr-easing
the salaries of the present staff or in
engagingl others?9

How. J. WV. HACKETT: It is intended
for the general expenses of the school,
lint I can assure the beol. member that
by the time the additional salaries to
masters are paid there will be very little
left. It will be spent as far as it will go
on additionial salaries.

HoN. D. M. McKAY: I cannot agree
with Mr. Hackett with referece to the
first charge.



782 Auctioneers Bill. [COUNCIL.] Steant Boilers Bill.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: We don't
charge for boarders, but Only for day
fees.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Bill passed through committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
report adopted.

AUCT[ONEERS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

SECOND READING.

How. A. H. HENNING: The reason
which induced me, to introduce this Bill
is that, for four or five years, the ahic-
tioneers on the goldfields have been
accustomed to sell scrip after hours for
thie convenience of those who are employed
during the day. The police have now
commenced to take proceedings and have
secured convictions against certain ileo-
tioneers, and have absolutely prohibited
the holding of auction sales after sunset.
The original Act which it is proposed iby
this Bill to amend provides in Clause 7
that no person shiall act as an auctioneer
after sunset on any day throughout the
year, or he shall be lia~ble to a penalty.
That was provided by' the Act of 1873.
Tn 1881 that section was amended so as
not to apply to the sale of freehold or
leasehold laud, and th.- only object I call
see for maintaining the original prohibi-
tion was to prevent people lbeing tak-en in
by auctioneers holding sales of goodsan
merchandise in a bad light, so that peopl
could not see the quality or even the
quantity of the goods sold, and Could be
easily gulled by the auctioneer. This
Bill simply widens and extends the section
of the principal Act, No. 7, so tint it
shiall not apply to persons sellinig shares
in any incorporated comipan1y. I call as-
sure hioi. members that this is an absolute
want. At the present moment it is a
great burden and hardship onl certain
individuals, numbering hundreds onl the
goldields, who have been for so long doing
this business, anid now at one fell Swoop
they are prohibited from carrying on the
traffic. I beg, to move the second
read ing.

Que~stion put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE:

Bill passed through committee without
debate, reported without amendmnent, and
report adopted.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

The Standing Orders having been sus-
pended, the Bill was read a third time
and transmitted to the Legislative
Assembly.

STEAM BOILERS BILL.
TN COMMITTEE:

Clause 1 -Short title:
Hon. C. E. DEMPSTER moved "that

the Bill be considered this day six
]monthis." There wats no reason why the
Bill should he passed at the present time.
He was sure that it would be a very vexa-
tious and obstructive Bill, and not ait all
necessary, and that it would entail con-
siderable cost onl the colony, as super-
visors and inspectors would have to be
appointed to see that its provisions were
carrie out.

HON. G. RANDELL asked if the lion.
membher was in order.

THE CHAIRMAN said the hion. mern-
her Could only attain his object by moving
that the Chairman leave the chair.

Hos. 0. E. DEMPSTER moved that
the Chairman leave the chair.

HON. Rt G. BURGES seconded the
motion.

THE MINISTER OF MINES said lie
hoped that the House would not take such
a step, ats the Bill was a most important
one. It was a matter of the very greatest
importance.

Box. C. E. DEMPSTER: There was
nothing to show it.

THE MINISYER OF MINES: Forila
year or more there had been a demand
throughoutthie goldfields that there should
he an inspector of boilers. The Mines
Regulation Act provided that inspectors
could be appointed.

THE CHAIRMAN said the motion
must be put without discussion.'

Motion -that the Chairman do leave
the chair-put, and division taken with
the following result:

A 'yes ..

Noes ..

-2

Majority against ... 9
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Arts. Nor.S.
Hou. R. G. Curgs i HOD. WV. Aiet.niler
Ron. C. E. flempster Hon. 3. W. Hackett

(Telle). Hon. B. S. llama
Hon. A. B. SiAL..
HOn. A. P. Mattheson
Hon. D. 3t. McKay
Hon. G. Randell
Ho.. J. E. Richardso
Hon. E5. H. Wittenoon,
Hon. W. Spencer
Ron. A. 11. Houming

(Telle).

Miotion therefore negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 2-Interpretation4
HON. G. RANDELTJ moved, as an

amendment, that in the definition Of
owner, the words "or of any premises "lie
Struck out.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amuended agreed to.

Clause 3-Governor umy' proclaim dis-
tricts in which this Act is to be in force:

Don. G. RANDEtIL moved, as anl
amendment, that the following proviso
be added to the clause : -

Provided, however, that nothing in this Act
except where expressly stated, shall apply to
any part of the colony not situated within at
proclaimed district.
This amendment was in different words,
but to the same effect as that given notice
of by the Minister of Mines.

THE MINISTER OF MINES: rhle
objections previously raised by Mr.
Demipster Were perhaps met by this
amendmnt, which provided that a dis-
trict where there were only one or two
boilers might not be proclaimed, and
thus the Bill woold notapplv in such case.

RoN. C. E. D:-:MPS'rER: There was
another Clause which, lie believed, would
counteract the arienent.

THE MINISTER OF MINES : The
other Clause referred to, only provided
for the reporting on the possession of a
boiler. This reporting was necessary to
enable the Government to find out whether
a district ought to be proclaimed.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 4-Governor may appoint in-
spectors and Chief Inspector:

HON. G. RANDELT2 moved, as an
amendment, that the words " or from one
district to another " hc added to the first
paragraph. The select comnmittee on
the Bil considered that, in the interests
of proper inspection, power should be
given to remove an inspector from one
district to another.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause a'-agreed to.
Clause 6-Minister to supply Inspector

wvith Steam gauges, &c.:
Roiy. 0. RANDELL moved, as an

amendment, that the words " hydraulic
pumips" be inserted between the words
"gauges" and "and" in the second line.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amiended agreed to.

Clause 7-Rules and forms:
HoN. G. RANDELL moved, as an

amendment, that the words "and not
inconsistent with this Act"ble inserted
between the words "published" and
",shadll" in line 21. He moved this
amendment to obviate the necessityv of
Mr. Henning- moving to that effect, as had
been done in every similar case.

THE MINISTER OF MINES: While
there was no objection to the amiend-
ment, the proposed words appeired
superfluious.

HoN. G. R&NDELL: Possibly the
words were superfluous.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause S-Owner to give particulars
of boiler to Inspector:

Hoy. G. RANDEIJL moved, as
an anlendillent, that the words "one
month'' in tile fourth line be struck out,
and "fourteen days" inserted in lieu
thereof.

Put and passed-
HOB. G. RANDELL moved as a

f orther amendment, that the words"' by
registered letter where practicable" be
inserted between the words "Posted"
and 'ats" in the ninth line. It was con-
sidered there should be some certaintyv
about the delivery of the particulars.

Put and passed, and the clause, as
amnended, aagreed to.

Clause 9-Notice to inspector of sale
Ior letting to hire of boiler:

HON. G-. RAN-DEILL moved, as an
alilendulent, tilat the words " one month,"
in the second line, be struck out, and
"fourteen days " inserted in lieu thereof.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended aareed to.

Clause 7 0-Boiiers to lie fitted with
certain fittings and niouintings:

HoN. G. RANDELJ2 moved that the
clause be Struck out, and the following
clause, emnbodying amendmnts mlade by
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the select committee on the Bill, be ini-
serted in lieu thereof:

Within six months after the comnmiencement
of this Act, every boiler shall be fitted with
the following fittings anl kmouitings of suit-
able diniiiesions:-Two glass water gauges.
fitted with cock-s complete; one stemn pressure
gauge, capable of registering up to one-and-a-
half the certified woking pressure; one gun-
metal feed check valve, flange-jointed ; one
stop valve, flange-jointed; one gun-inetal
blow-off cock, flanige-jointed ;one gauge cock,
three-quarter inch Whitworth thread, for con-
metingr inspector's standard gainge ; a suitable
connection not loss than three-quarter inch
gas thread, flanged on boiler to enable force
punip or feed pumnp to be applied in testing
boiler by hydrauflic pressure; a suitable punip
or injector for feeding the boiler ; a fusible
plug onl the crowyn of the five-box or other
suitable positi-in.

Tan MINISTER OF MIRES : There
was no objection to tme amendments made
by the select coimnittee in this clause.

How. A. P. MATHESON said be did
not know much about steamn boilers, but
this clause semed to him most stringent.
Did the select comnmittee on this Bill re-
ceive any expert advice?

How. 0. RANI)ETL: Expert evidence
was received by the committee front
Messrs. Clarke and Martin, who were enmi-
nent consulting engineers in the colony.

How. A. P. MATHESON: If the
fittings enumerated were the ordinary
fittings of boilers then, of course, there
could he no objection to the clause.

HON. O. RANDELL: The fittings
mentioned were the ordinary and neces-
sary fittings for every boiler.

Clause struck out, and the substituted
clause agreed to.

Clause 1 1-Further accessories required
for new boilers:

HoN. G. RAINIELL ]moved as an
anmendmnent, that the word "each" be
inserted between thme words "and" and
" of " in the third line; and further that
in the sixth line the word "safe" be
struck out and " certified " inserted iii lieu
thereof.

Put and passed, and clause as amiended
agreed to.

Clause 12-Further requirement for
existing boilers having only one safety
valve

HoN. 0 . RANDELI4 moved, as an
amendment in the first Line, that time
word " onily" be inserted after the word
"1and;" f urther that the words, " and no

other safety valve " in the second line be
struck out; and further that the words
" small signal valve" be struck out in the
third line, and 'second safety valve of the
same area and" inserted in lieu thereof.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 18-Inspector may, in his dis-
cretion, grant limited certificate for boilers
with imperfect fittings, etc.:

I-ON. G. RANDRLL moved, as an
amendment in the third line, that the
words "after inspection" he inserted
between the words " may " and" 61grat;
further, in the same line that the word
" each " be struck out between the words
" for " and " boiler," and " such " inserted
in lieu thereof ; further, that the word
" ending " in the fourth aad fifth lines be
struck out, and " not exceeding " inserted
in lieu thereof; and further, that the
words "the commencemnt of this act "
be struck out and "such inspection" in-
serted in lieu thereof.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 14-agreed to.
Clause 15-Aid to be given by the

owner for purpose of inspection
HON. G. RANDELL moved, as an

amendment, that the word " chief " be
inserted between " the " and " inspector "
in the fifth line, and further, that the word
"sufficiency " in the tenth line be struck

out and "efficiency" inserted in lieunthereof.
Large powers were given to inspectors in
regard to examining boilers built in with
brick work, and the select committee on
the Bill camne to the conclusion, after
hearing expert evidence, that it was not
desirable for the ordinar y inspector to
exercise all those powers without the
authority of the chief inspector.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 16 to 20, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 21-Whien boilers to be in -

spected :
HON. G. EANDEIJL moved, as an

amendment, that the word "1once " in the
first line be struck out and " twice " in-
serted in lieu thereof. The select comn-
mittee onl time BillI thought it desirable that
all inspection of the boilers should take
place twice a year. It was provided in
thme Bill that thme second inspection should
not be charged for.

Put and passed.
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HoN. 0. RANqDETL movedi nsa further
amendment that the words: "Any inspec-
tor found guilty of needlessl 'y harassing an
owvner shall be liable to pay all exp)enses."
be added to the clause.

inn MINISTER OF 21Th'ES: The
aniendiiient contained a threat which
might be, held over an inspector's head,
I ndli lead to his not carrying out his
duties (quite as. well ats lie otherwise
would. The inspectors would not have
ver~y high salar-ies, and wouildconsequiently
not run the slightest -risk of having to
pay expenses. The Bill already provided
that an inspector should not hampler Or
impede the ,';viler of a boiler.

HoN. G. RA.NDELL said he did not
insist on the amendment.

HON. A. P. A'1HESQN: The amend-
mient was a very good one, but the ques-
tion al ways remained whether an inspector
would ha ve ainy assets. Neelless to say,
inspectors often harassed the public.
Only the other day ain instance occurred
at Cue in which, lie was informed, an
inspector harassed one individual to such
an extent that the warden had to go out
withaspecial court, investigate the matter,
,and report to the Minister.

'T2HE MINISTER OF MINES: There
might be exceptional conduct of the kind
amnongst inspectors.

How. A. P. IIIATHESON: The in-
sinuation was not for a moment made that
such cond uct was general; but, if possible,
a penalty should be provided for in-
spectors who unduly harassed the public.

Tnn MITNISTER OF MINES: The
amendment would do more harmn than
good.

Box. A. P. MATHESON: If Mir.
Eandell did not press the amendment,
nothing, f urther need be said.

HoNv. G. RARDELLj: The amend-
nient wals open to objection, and instances
such as that described by Air. Matheson
had conie under his notice. Another
way might be found of dealing with
inspectors who harassed the proprietor of
at boiler. There would be a chief in-
spector, who would be a man of standing
and would prevent conduct of that
sort.

THE MINISTER OF MINES thanked
Mr. Matheson and Mr. Randell for
bringing this matter under his notice.
There was the case of a mine manager,
who thought he had not received justice,

,and who took the precaution of repre-
senting the matter to the Minister. The
matter had been gone into, and now there
was no further trouble.

floN. A. P. MATHESON: The com-
plaint of the mnine manager was found to
be justifiable'?

THE MINISTER OP MI1NES said lie
was not in a position to say any more, as
his memory was not good oin these mat-
ters.

Put and negatived.
Clause, as previously amended, agreed

to.
Clause 22-Hydrauldic test of boilers:
HON. G. RANDEIT. mioved that

the clause be struck out as ineces-
sarv.

Clause struck out.
Clause 2.3-agreed to.
Clause 24-Certificate to be exhibited

and mnetaI platetaffixed onl boiler:
How. G. RANDELL moved as an

amendment that the words "1 or a copy "
be' inserted between the words "it" and
"to ' in the first ite.

Put and passed, and clause ais amended
atgreed to.

Clause 26-agreed to.
Clause 26-Inspector may, give notice

reducing the pressure allowed by the
certificate:

HoN. G-. RANDELI moved as an
amendment in the inith line that the
words " to be approved by the inspector "
be inserted after "1place'," and further that
aill the wvords after " boiler " in the
eleventh line be struck out.

Put and passed, and clause as amended
agreed to.

Clause 27-Inspector may, withhold
certificate or cancel, or suspend existing
certificate:

HON. G. RAXDELL, moved as an
amendment, that the wtirds " nor any
metal plate to remain affixed on or near
the boiler," at the end of the clause, be
struck out.

Putt and passed.
HON. G. RANDELL moved the

following amendments to this clause: -
In line 2 strike out " is of opinion," and
insert " finds " in lieu thereof. Strike
out all words after " exhibited," in the
eighth line.

Amendments put and passed, and the
clause as amended, agreed to.

Clause 28-re penalties:

Slea tit Boilere Bill; r -)
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Hos. G. RANDELL moved that this
clause be struck out, and the followving
inserted in lieu thereof :

An owner who works or uses or permits or
allows to be worked or used any boiler in
respect of which a certificate has not beeng ranted, or is not in force, shall be liable to a

ne not exceeding fifty pounds. An owner
who works or permits or allows to he worked
or used a boiler at a higher pressure than is
authorisedl by this Act; or does not cause a
certificate notice, as required by this Act, to
he exhibited, and continue exhibited as re-
quired by this Act; or allows such certificate
or notice to continue exhibited contrary t
this Act, shall be liable, for each offence, to a
fine not exceeding Twenty pounds. But if,
during the contravention of this section by the
owner in respect of any boiler, there shall be
an explosion of such boiler causing injury to
person or property, the owner shall be deemed
guilty of a ,nisdennour, puinishable by fine,
not exceeding One hundred pounds, and by
imprisonment with or without hard labor
for not exeeding two years :Provided that
nothing in this section contained shall exempt
ay other person from any punishment or fine

or the owner from any action or suit to which
either may be liable.

Clause (ats printed) struck out.
THE MINISTER OF MINES mroved,

ats an amendment to the new clause, that
all the words after ''owner,'' in the last
line, be struick Out. and the follow~ing
words be inserted in lieu thereof : "or %run
other person from any action or suit to
wvhich hie mar be liale''

Amendinent put and passed.
New clause as amended agreed to.
Clauses 29 and 30-agreed to.
Clause Si-Owner to report boiler

explosion to inspector:
HON. G. RANDELT, moved, as an

amendment, that the words "or remove
the dead " lie inserted between " injured"
and - until," in the ninth line.

Amendment put and passed. and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 32 to 36-agreed to.
Clause 37-Fees for inspection:
HON. G. RANDELL moved, as aun

amendment, that the words after " certifi-
cate," in the seventh line, be struck out,
and that the words " one set of fees only
shall he payable for one or more inspec-
tions in any one year," be inserted in lieu
thereof.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 38 to 44-agreed to.
Clause 46-Act not to affect boilers

used on Government railways:

HoN. G. RANDET1L moved, as ain
amendment, that the words " and used
for travelling with any locomotive engine,
in the first and second lines, be struck
out and that the following be inserted in
lieu thereof :"any locomotive engine, and
Lused on the Government railways."

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 46-agreed to.
Schedules 1 to 5-agreed to.
Schedule 6 :
Honv. G. RAffDELL moved the follow-

ing amnendnrentsto this schiedule:-In line
7, strike out " under," and insert "up to,"
and in line 10 strike out "u nider 8 horse-
power," and insert '-8 horse-power and
une r."

Amiendmlents put and passed, and the
schedule as amended agreed to.

Preamble and title-aigreed to.
Bill reported with further amendmnlts,

and report adopted.

PAPER, PRESENTED.
By the MINISTER OF MINES: Report

of Government Storekeeper for 1896-7.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Council adjourned at 945 pul. tillI

the next Tuesday.

Thursday, 2nd December, 1897.

Qaestion: Prmnmentle . Rottnest Cable-Arnivtedl
Labour Registry Sill -thir roading-Annual Esti-
miates: Debate on Financial Policy (conclusion);
in Committee of Snl-th~lfltyAtAed
,east Bill: first raing-Auctioneers Act Fouhe
A .... deet Bill: first rediug-Adjurmot.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at,
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PR AYERS.


